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SUB J : GAIRY WINS A NARROW VICTORY 

REF: BRIDGETOWN 2393 

1 . CONFOUNDING OUR ELECTION EVE PREDICTION THAT HE 
STOOD LESS THAN AN EVEN CHANCE, GRENADA PRIMIN 
ERIC M. G AIRY'S GRENADA UNITED LABOUR PARTY (GULP) AP 
PEARS TO HAVE WON A THREE SEAT MAJORITY IN THE ISLAND S 
LEGISLATURE. IF THE PRELIMINARY COUNT IS CONFIRMED BY 
THE OFFICIAL TALLY UNDERWAY NOW, HIS VICTORY IS MUCH 
CLOSER THAN THE NEW 9-6 PARLIAMENTARY LINEUP INDICATES; 
A TOTAL SHIFT OF APPROXIMATELY 140 VOTES IN TWO CON 
STITUENCIES WOULD HAVE LEFT GAIRY IN THE MINORITY WITH 
SEVEN SEATS TO THE ALLIANCE'S EIGHT. 

2. POLLING WAS HEAVY AND REPORTEDLY PEACEFUL AND SO 
FAR WE'VE ONLY ONE UNCONFIRMED REPORT OF SOME FIGHTING 
IN THE NORTH OF THE ISLAND LATE LAST NIGHT AND EARLY 
THIS MORNING. THE ALLIANCE IS EXPECTED TO CHALLENGE 
SOME OF THE GULP WINS DURING TODAY'S OFFICIAL COUNT AND 
THE GOVT'S TREATMENT OF THEIR CHALLENGES COULD 
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DETERMINE WHETHER THERE'S REAL VIOLENCE. AT THIS POINT 
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IT APPEARS THE CHANCE OF AVOIDING REAL VIOLENCE IS GOOD. 

HOWEVER, THE VIOLENCE IN 1974 DEVELOPED SLOWLY AND ALTHOUGH 
THIS TIME AROUND THE OPPOSITION NJM HAS SWORN NOT TO MAKE 
WHAT THEY REGARD AS A SIMILAR MISTAKE, THE 1974 PATTERN 
CONCEIVABLY COULD BE REPEATED. 

WOOLLONS 
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